
Northern    Lights

NLC’s academic faculty usually 
works with young adults and mature 
learners, but on June 4th fun was had 
by all as Alwin Holland Elementary 
students enjoyed a campus visit.

As a follow up to classroom visits to 
Alwin Holland Elementary in January, 
academic faculty welcomed over 100 
kindergartens to grade two kids to the 
Community Forest.  

Clad in safety vests, Faisal Rashid, 
Business Management instructor, and Eva 
St. Jean, History instructor, demonstrated 
how to measure tree diameter and use 
a light meter. Lisa Verbisky, Biology 
instructor, took the children on a walking 
tour to identify bird species by their calls. 

One of the academic department’s 
goals is to reach out to the community 
by providing field trips that enrich the 
experience of local school children. To 
request a classroom visit or academic 

Kotomi Taniguchi so enjoyed the 
English-as-a-Second-Language (ESL) 
program and the bonds she made through 
school and community that she decided 
to take a break from her current job as 
a dog groomer in Toronto and revisit 
friends locally on the Fort St. John 
Campus where she posed with Cleo 
Baker, Student Services clerk. 

“I enjoyed ESL because Pamela den 
Ouden and Michael Temple were good 
instructors and explained the text books. 
Everyone was so friendly and I didn’t 
feel nervous in class. Fort St. John is 
very friendly, better than Toronto,” she 
laughed.

For more information visit nlc.bc.ca.
Katherine Finke, a student from 

NLC’s Carpentry program, was thrilled 
to receive the prestigious Lieutenant-
Governor’s Silver Medal award. The 
medal is awarded on behalf of the 
Honourable Lieutenant Governor of 

In April the Carpentry Foundation 
program (formerly named Residential 
Construction) on the Dawson Creek 
Campus celebrated the completion of 
a residential house built by students. 
Level 1 of the program provides students 
with theoretical and practical instruction 
through a variety of projects including 
stairs, forms for concrete, framed 

Katherine Finke (left), recipient of the Lieutenant-Governor’s silver medal, presented by 
Registrar Loren Lovegreen outside of Energy House on the Dawson Creek Campus in June. 

Enrolment in Carpentry 
continues to increase …

floors, walls, and roofs. Students spend 
approximately 70 per cent of their time in 
practical skill development.

Level 2 of the program builds on 
the skills learned in Level 1, while 
introducing students to finishing work 
and rigging/hoisting.

Carpentry is just one of the trades 
highlighted by the Skills Canada 

national competition held in Vancouver 
recently in which NLC participated as 
an exhibitor. Mike Holmes, popular 
television host and Skills⁄Compétences 
Canada’s official spokesperson, had an 
active role in the competition taking part 
in several activities alongside the 7,500 
students from local schools. 

Students interested in attending 
the Carpentry Foundation program 
should get their applications in as soon 
as possible to assure their seat for the 
September 2013 program start. 

For more information on the Carpentry 
program visit nlc.bc.ca and apply online 
or in-person at Student Services on the 
Dawson Creek Campus. 

Carpentry student wins 
prestigious award

British Columbia and is awarded to 
a student from a vocational or career 
program of less than two years who 
has excelled in his or her studies and 
contributed in a positive way to life at the 
College and in the community.

Alwin Holland Elementary School 
students visit Fort St. John Campus

department on-campus visit, contact Lisa 
Verbisky, Academic Department Chair at 
lverbisky@nlc.bc.ca.

Alwin Holland Elementary School students 
learn how to measure a tree’s diameter 
and use of a lightmeter in Fort St. John’s  
Community Forest.

NLC’s Cleo Baker (left) and Kotomi Taniguchi 
from Toronto, just visitin’. Fort St. John is 
“better than Toronto” according to Kotomi.

Student praises 
FSJ and NLC’s 
ESL program

Carpentry students and instructor 
Gerald Reitsma pose proudly with 
the house they built in Dawson Creek.
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