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A virtual online conference offered 
by NLC Early Childhood Education 
(ECED) instructor, Patricia McClelland, 
demonstrated the brilliance of borderless 
classrooms on Mar. 6.

McClelland’s ECED 210/208 
online seminar featured guest speaker 
Michaela Jelen, from the Ministry of 
Children and Family Development’s 
Children and Youth with Special 
Needs Policy Team. Jelen has been 
offering workshops province-wide and 
spoke about autism and using a team 
approach when working with children 
and families. Approximately 53 students 

 Dozens of students of all ages and grades 
participated in the Skills Canada regional 
competition Mar 6 on the Dawson Creek 
Campus.

Students from middle and secondary 
school were bussed in from the Peace Re-
gion and competed with college students 
in junior, secondary and post-secondary 
skill categories to be the best with excit-
ing hands-on challenges in fields such 
automotive, carpentry, culinary arts, cos-
metology, welding and much more.

The competition tested students’ abili-
ties in a variety of trades to help promote 
and celebrate Trades and Apprenticeship 
as a career choice.

Gold medalists in each division have 
the opportunity to travel to Abbotsford 
this June for the Provincial Skills com-
petition.  In 2011 Andrew Lines, a former 
NLC Aircraft Maintenance Engineering 
student, captured the provincial title and 
went on to win a silver medal at the Skills 

Fort Nelson Campus News - Applied Business Technology instructor, and committed community volunteer, Alison Starr (left), entered the Fort 
Nelson campus “Business Dress-Up” event as part of this week’s 2013 Fort Nelson Trappers’ Rendezvous. Alison and other staff members 
rallied to find articles for the front office display and got their trapper attire on for the event.

NLC’s Social Service 
Worker Diploma Program – 
A Career with Compassion

The Social Service Worker Diploma 
(SSWD) program at Northern Lights 
College (NLC) has consistently produced 
some of the best and brightest graduates 
who in turn give back to the Peace region 
by working in a variety of local commu-
nity care settings.

One such student success story is 
Theresa Campbell, a former SSWD 
graduate. Campbell is one of the many 
students who have transitioned from di-
ploma studies to degree studies at other 
institutions such as NLC’s education 
partner, the University of Northern Brit-
ish Columbia (UNBC).

When asked why she thought pur-
suing graduate studies was a good idea 
as a returning adult learner, the mother 
of two young children responded that 
NLC’s SSWD program provided such a 
strong foundation she felt confident she 
could achieve a Masters of Social Work 
(MSW).

“The mentoring I received and the 
amount of one-on-one time with the in-
structors were just something I couldn’t 
have experienced at a larger institution,” 
Campbell said. “I feel strongly that the 
instructors at NLC were beneficial to my 
success.”

Campbell went into social work be-
cause she herself was raised by a single 
mother.

“My work now allows me to be an ad-
vocate for women and children,” she said. 
“I work in the area of youth justice and 
also for Corrections Canada as a parole 
officer so for the future I foresee that I 
will continue to work long-term in the 
Peace for marginalized groups.”

Former NLC student and UNBC Masters of 
Social Work candidate, Theresa Campbell is 
a champion of social justice issues and gives 
back to the community through her advoca-
cy work with marginalized peoples. 

Students were tested in a variety of trades, 
including Cosmetology, as part of the Skills 
Canada competition last week in Dawson 
Creek.

Urban and rural Grade 7 students were also bussed in as part of the Discover Trades initiative 
to introduce young people to Trades and Apprenticeship.

Students of all ages in Skills Canada competition
Canada national championships.  In 2012 
there were 460 competitors at the Provin-

Early Childhood Education opens
virtual doors to guest speakers

cial competition in Abbotsford together 
with more than 4000 other event visitors.

and community members “attended” 
the seminar with McClelland’s students 
preparing ahead of time with questions 
for the guest speaker thus enriching a 
collective understanding of the subject. 

NLC’s ECED classes are delivered 
online and include students from the 
Peace region, the province as well as 
further afield in locations such as Inuvik, 
Edmonton and Toronto. Guest speakers 
are a featured highlight of ECED classes 
all term. 

For more information on ECED, visit 
nlc.bc.ca under Programs/Distance/On-
line Programs.
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