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“These are the kind of people you 
want fixing your aircraft.”

That was the impression left by 
the students from Northern Lights 
College’s (NLC) Aircraft Maintenance 
Engineering program as they left the 
Sky’s No Limit – Girls Fly Too! event 
in Abbotsford.

Stephen Mullins, Safety Coordina-
tor for Aero Club of B.C. and photogra-
pher for the event had other great things 
to say about the group of students 
who made the trek south with Student  
Recruiter Aimee McCrae and Instruc-
tor Mark Carey.

“Their hands-on maintenance 
display was overwhelmed by everyone. 
Dawn to dusk they covered the event 
and they spent hours repacking all the 
engines for home.”

The event is a free outreach program 
aimed to change the perception 
that aerospace is only for men, by 
specifically welcoming women to the 

airport and giving them an interactive, 
hands-on introduction to aviation, 
aerospace and space.

“One interaction that stood out was 
a brother and sister duo. According to 
their parents they never do anything 
together, but then they completed the 
task together,” said McCrae about one 
of the activities at the NLC booth. 
“At one point, when our booth was 
swamped with people and we were 
incredibly busy, I looked around and 
everyone at our booth was engaged and 
smiling.”

And their dedication to the booth 
did not go unnoticed.

“Whenever I dropped by the display 
there was always a crowd of your women 
talking to the NLC attendees,” said 
Mullins. “With all this determination, 
the one thing they had no time to do was 
fly in one of the helicopters. Talking to 
the girls was always first.”

Girls Fly Too! event
Student Recruiter Aimee McCrae explains one of the many interactive activities at the NLC booth 
at the aviation event in Abbotsford.

Several Northern Lights College 
(NLC) students were acknowledged at 
the 8th Annual Fort Nelson Commu-
nity Literacy Society Learner Awards.

“I’m very proud of all the students 
here at the Fort Nelson Campus,” said 
Campus Administrator Laurie Dolan. 
“These three women shone brightly 
during the event. They all worked very 
hard to get where they are.”

Laura McLeod received the Life-
long Learner Award, gaining a stand-
ing ovation from the crowd. The elder 
is widely respected in Fort Nelson, and 
loves learning and encourages lifelong 
learning to her children, grandchildren, 
students at NLC and the other partici-
pants in Technology Helps.

Dione Dennis received the Educa-
tional Achievement Award for being 
an exceptional student. In addition to 
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raising three children, she exhibits the 
drive and motivation to complete any 
goal.

Ericka Mastroianni received the 
Learning Through Technology Award 
after working tirelessly to complete the 
Applied Business Technology program.

Laura McLeod (front) receives her Life Long 
Learner Award along with the three other NLC 
award-winners.

Skills competitors bring home medals
The Peace Region brought home 

medals of all colours from the Skills 
Canada Provincial Competition.

Josh Belkin, a fourth year apprentice 
from Northern Lights College won the 
gold medal in Carpentry. Belkin will 
be joining Team B.C. And travelling 
to Moncton, N.B. in June to compete in 
the Canadian Skills Competition.

Sage Halma from Dawson Creek 
won bronze, Kassidy Wood from Fort 
St. John won bronze, and Erykah 
Brown from Dawson Creek won silver.

Josh Belkin (centre) from NLC joins Team BC 
and travels to Moncton, N.B. in June to com-
pete in the Canadian Skills Competition.


