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Students of the Northern Lights College 
Early Childhood Education and Care and the 
Education Assistant (ECEC/EA) programs 
pulled together and created a “virtual quilt” 
as part of a Share a Square project.

Each student was asked to submit a piece 
of imagery that represented the following 
themes: all children have needs and rights; we 
create a positive future by working together, 
and respect and diversity.

“Being a part of this virtual quilt really 
meant a lot to me, and was such a privilege,” 
said student Daphne U. “As a new ECE coming 
into the field, it can be very overwhelming. 
This quilt was a real inspiration, and boosted 
my confidence as a new ECE student.”

A virtual quilt, like a real quilt, is a way 
to build and sustain community and celebrate 
the individual diversity of textures, sights 
sounds and ideas – all held together by threads 
that connect them.

“We were prompted by the question, ‘So 
how many students are there in the ECEC/EA 
programs?’ ” explained instructor Patricia 
McClelland. “We also wanted to celebrate 
the new face-to-face in-region program, and 
connect all the students together.”

Many of the students had positive things to 
say about the experience.

“The quilt to me means community, and 
a way to share a little piece of ourselves with 
one another,” said student Kayli S. “When 
I saw the quilt completed I felt a sense of 
community. I am starting to learn this about 
education – it is a community of its own with 
a common passion and I love that.”

Another student explained how she was 
originally very intrigued by the project when 

The Chetwynd Career and College 
Preparation (CCP) class from Northern 
Lights College got together with Don Titus 
Elementary School to do their annual craft 
and activity day on Dec. 8th.

For the fifth year in a row, college students 
headed to the elementary school for a fun day 
of holiday crafts.

“The CCP students, tutor, and instructor 
thought up crafts for 11 different stations. 
The K to 7 students were split into groups 
of multi-grades,” explained CCP instructor 
Holly Keutzer. “The Grade 6 and 7 students 
buddied-up with the younger students, and 
worked at each station before moving on to 
the next.”

By the end of the program, students had a 
variety of crafts to take home to their families 
for the holidays. 

“The CCP students make an example of the 
craft beforehand, so they know exactly how to 
do it,” said Keutzer. “This program has been 
really helpful in promoting leadership skills 
with the CCP students, as well as learning 
time management skills.”

The CCP students also learn multi-tasking 
skills when they simultaneously keep the fast 
finishers occupied, and help other students 
finish on time.

“This is a great day to let my CCP students 
become the teacher, and I love to watch them 
shine,” said Keutzer.

At the end of the day, each of the elementary 
students were happily able to fill their bags 
with special crafts and take them home.

Quilting together a community
it was first presented to the class.

“After I watched Patricia’s video 
explaining the objectives that the class had 
in mind with this project, I really began 
thinking about each of us working towards 
the common goal of becoming exceptional 
Early Childhood Educators and the variety 
of qualities and skills we each individually 
bring to the table,” explained student Kayla 
H. “Even before beginning my educational 
career, I have always been a huge supporter 
of play. This support has only grown through 
my learning experiences and with instructors 

who have presented those experiences to me. 
With that being said, it wasn’t a hard decision 
as to what quote I wanted to represent my 
piece on the virtual quilt. It is amazing to 
see everyone’s individual quilt squares come 
together to create a cohesive unit-just as we do 
as Early Childhood Educators.”

McClelland added that students, 
instructors, practica mentors, and alumni all 
participated in the virtual quilt, bringing the 
entire ECED community together.

To see the quilt online, or to read more 
about it, visit http://vquilt.weebly.com/

Crafting at Chetwynd’s
Don Titus Elementary

Students from the Fall 2016 Welding Foundation class applied their newly acquired skills to building this beauti-
ful fire pit. The learning competencies demonstrated by the students during the creation of this piece include 
oxy-acetylene cutting, grinding, MIG Welding, breaking and shearing, as well as utilizing the plasma cutting 
table. The class then painted the fire pit in black high-heat enamel and signed it. Special thanks to the Welding 
and Millwright instructors for their guidance in this project. Practical projects like this firepit provide real-life op-
portunities for NLC students to use their skills and, in this case, to give back to the community. The firepit was 
donated to an NLC hosted in-house auction with proceeds going towards fundraising for in-house Christmas 
community undertakings.

Welding students donate firepit to Christmas fundraising project
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