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Good Luck Connie!

An example from the puzzle piece workshop

The Early Childhood Educators of BC held their 
annual ECEBC Leadership Day, themed Believe, Be 
Bold, Be Hopeful. The lunch hour workshop on the 
fourth for 109 delegates was sponsored by Northern 
Lights College. 

As a workshop project, the delegates engaged in 
a discussion about the “puzzle of leadership” (how 
leadership skills connect to the skills of building a 
puzzle).  NLC provided the four and eight inch blank 
puzzle pieces for the delegates to create messages 
and links to their circles of influence in the world of 
leadership in the field. 

Each individual designed their smaller piece, then 
each table built their puzzles. Then each group joined 
their puzzle to the next table’s until the full, 109 piece 
puzzle was complete. Each delegate then decorated 
an 8 inch puzzle piece to take home and continue to 
make connections in their own communities.

NLC Sponsors 
ECEBC Workshop

L-R: Dean of Academic and Vocational Programs, Steve Roe, Greg Lainsbury, English instructor, 
Faisal Rashid, Business Management instructor and NLC Board member, Lily Chen, Library 
assistant, Kathy Handley, FSJ Campus Administrator, Theresa Campbell and Erin Evans, Social Work 
instructors, Associate Dean of Academic and Vocational Programs, Lisa Verbisky, Connie Kaweesi 
and grand-daughter, Nyah

In early May, Northern Lights 
College bid a fond farewell to Connie 
Kaweesi, a long-time member of 
our faculty who taught in the Social 
Services Worker program.

Connie joined NLC as an 
instructor in 2001, after completing 
her Masters of Social work in 2000. 
Over the past 17 years, she has 
contributed much to the Program 
and her field – not only through her 
instruction here and at UNBC, but 
also her leadership and research. She 
served on the provincial Board for the 
BC Association of Social Work, and 
was Chair of the University Arts and 
Sciences program at Northern Lights.

The Bridget Moran Award is 
a peer-selected award, bestowed 
annually in BC to an outstanding 
member of the social work profession. 
In recognition of her commitment 

to social justice as an educator, 
researcher, and activist, Connie was 
chosen as the recipient of the Bridget 
Moran Award in 2009. That very 
special tribute is a testament to all 
that Connie has accomplished with 
NLC and beyond through her career. 
Connie’s commitment to her students 
and to her craft is the major legacy 
of her career. Her advocacy for her 
students and northern women in 
the workplace will not be forgotten 
easily, nor will her ability to embrace 
former students as true peers in their 
profession. In fact, two of her former 
students, Erin Evans and Theresa 
Campbell, are now NLC instructors!

Connie’s plan is to stay in Fort St. 
John and spend time with her family 
— daughter Ebony and her husband 
Mike, and with her two grandkids, 
Nia and Eli. Connie’s other daughter, 

After NLC’s International students went viral 
with Bhangra in The Snow, you had to know there 
would be a follow up.

Thus,  Bhangra Gone Country is now a reality. 
Shot in an equine training arena just outside Fort St. 
John, the dancers – sporting matching t-shirts and 
straw cowboy hats – even threw in a little two-steppin’! 
This dance video is definitely east meets west. Check 
it out at youtube.com/watch?v=t-H6eabGUYA.

Bhangra? 
Gone Country?!

Dr. Elizabeth Saewyc of the McCreary 
Centre Society

From Hastings to Haida Gwaii
Last Month, Dr. Elizabeth Saewyc of the McCreary Centre Society held a 

talk on the results of the province-wide, 10–plus year BC Adolescent Health 
Survey. 

The BC AHS is conducted by the McCreary Centre Society in collaboration 
with the provincial government and public health system, and with the 
cooperation of BC’s school districts. Over 130,000 students have participated in 
the survey since 1992, including over 29,000 in 2013.

Of particular interest to many was that she had separated northeastern 
BC results out for this series, so listeners had a local and accurate picture 
of adolescent health in the region. Dr. Greg Lainsbury, University Arts and 
Sciences Chair, noted that the data went far in dispelling some myths and 
stereotypes of northern youth, and reinforced others, such as the likelihood of 
discrimination because of perceived sexual orientation.

Thank you, Dr. Geczy, for inviting Dr Saewyc and making this talk possible.


