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Casey Fehr was born and raised in Fort St. 
John, a community she loves to call home. 
She grew up an avid reader, and always 
stayed up way too late reading with a 
flashlight under the covers. She teaches 
a grade one-two split at Margaret “Ma” 
Murray Community School in Fort St. John 
and can be found adventuring with her 
dogs, drinking too much tea, and travelling 
as often as she can in her spare time.
Sipping tea on a cold winter day, Casey sat 
down with Northern Lights College (NLC) 
staff member, Georgia Green, to share what 
life has been like since graduating from 
the Alaska Highway Consortium on Teacher 
Education (AHCOTE) program in 2015.
Georgia: So, Casey, tell me why’d you pick 
the AHCOTE program?
Casey: When I first graduated from high 
school, I didn’t know exactly what I wanted 
to do. It took me a while to get there! I was 
taking courses at NLC anyway, expecting 
to transfer somewhere else and at the 
time I was anticipating going into an x-ray 

technician program. But the more I took 
courses here at NLC, the more I heard 
about AHCOTE, and I knew a lot of teachers 
— my mom is a teacher as well — so getting 
to know their experiences in town and the 
fact that I was able to pursue my education 
here in Fort St. John was a big pro, which is 
kind of what pulled me in. I was interested 
in working with kids and I knew it wouldn’t 
be a boring job!
G: You just mentioned that you wanted to 
be an x-ray technician. Was being a teacher 
ever on your “when I grow up” list?
C: I had a vague idea, but it wasn’t towards 
the top! I really didn’t know what I wanted 
to do but I knew I wanted to have options 
and I was excited to take courses here.
G: What does being a teacher mean to you?
C: Being a teacher… means setting my 
students up for success. It involves helping 
them reach their full potential and grow 
into the people they’re meant to be. So, not 
standing in their way and being sure to give 
them as many opportunities to learn. Just … 
helping to create well-rounded individuals 
who enjoy learning and become lifelong 
learners.
G: What’s your favourite part of teaching?
C: I’m never bored (she says with a laugh)! I 
love getting to see the excitement of seeing 
how kids get involved and how invested 
they get in their learning.

A Northern BC Education Journey with AHCOTE

Continued on page 2
Email alumni@nlc.bc.ca to be 

on our Alumni mail out list.

Casey Fehr

http://nlc.bc.ca/nlc-alumni
mailto:alumni%40nlc.bc.ca?subject=
mailto:alumni%40nlc.bc.c?subject=


Page 2

G: So, on that same note, do you have a 
favourite subject to teach?
C: Mmm. I LOVE teaching reading! The 
coolest thing ever is to see a kid at the 
beginning of the year, barely knowing 
their letters and letter sounds, being able 
to read a full story with no issues — and 
understand what’s happening in the story 
— by the end of the school year.
 C: I would say … be open-minded because 
you never know when something you 
learn will be valuable and be willing to 
learn from all kinds of people and their 
experiences. My job is not straightforward 
nor is it cut and dried, and the learning 
I’ve had in my courses has all come into 
play in my job. So just, be willing to learn.
G: What advice would you share with next 
cohort of AHCOTE students, specifically?
C: Enjoy the process! It’s a lot of fun, and 
there’s a lot of learning to be done. There 
are so many tips to pick up. And don’t 
rush it, just enjoy.
G: How about some advice for the most 
recent AHCOTE graduates who are just 
entering their careers as teachers?
C: Take care of yourself first, manage your 
priorities, and know that you can’t be 
everything to everybody. And never forget, 
you are making a difference.
G: Is there anything else you’d like to add?
C: The AHCOTE program was a really great 

experience. The small cohort has allowed 
me to stay connected with the teachers I 
finished the program with. Having a small 
cohort gave us the chance to build close 
relationships with each other and our 
instructors which I think was valuable in 
our learning journeys. We got to learn in 
such a supportive environment!

Casey’s story is an example of how the 
AHCOTE program opens doors for teachers 
in Northern BC. Teachers are in high 
demand, and accessible programs such 
as AHCOTE provide prospective teachers 
the opportunity to pursue education close 
to home and begin fulfilling careers in 
communities they know and love.

Casey Fehr in her classroom
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Integrating Indigenous
Knowledge

Northern Lights College (NLC) 
launched its first Elders in Residence 
program this fall with the intention 
of integrating Indigenous knowledge 
in classrooms and service areas 
throughout the College.  
Prior to the launch of this program, 
Elders were invited to join classes and 
create learning spaces in an informal 
way, which Helen Knott, Director of 
Indigenous Education, thought needed 
more structure. To Helen, planning for 
Elders to be here shows NLC’s desire 
and commitment to create spaces for 
traditional knowledge and stories to 
be shared.  
The program creates a pathway for 
Elders to share their knowledge with 
students, staff, and faculty through 
conversations, storytelling, and 
classroom visits. 
The program was inspired by Helen’s 
time at Nicola Valley Institute of 
Technology (NVIT) in Merritt. She 
was away from home and missing 
her family, and the NVIT Elders in 
Residence program allowed her to 
connect with elders from different 
Indigenous communities and recreate 
the feeling of home; an experience she 
hopes to generate for NLC students. 
Officially launched in October, the 
Elders in Residence program is set to 
run until May 2023 — the end of the 
academic year. Each month, a new 
Elder joins us for the first full week 
of the month for a series of events 
between the Fort St. John and Dawson 
Creek Campuses. Each visit starts off 

with a welcome feast to celebrate 
the Elder’s arrival and help them feel 
welcomed in the learning space. 
“We [want] to support our Elders in the 
best way possible to move into these 
spaces and just make sure they’re 
[feeling] really welcome,” said Helen.  
Along with a welcome feast, events 
with the Elders include classroom 
visits, tours, tea and bannock, 
conversation circles, and so much 
more through a mix of in-person and 
virtual platforms.  
Some elders were identified by their 
communities and others were invited 
to participate due to already being 
active in knowledge sharing in the vast 
region served by NLC. Participating 
Elders include Gerry Attachie, David 
Rattray, Clarence Apsassin, Malcom 
Supernault, Bernadette Cardinal, and 
Vera Nicholson. Thus far, NLC has been 
honoured to host Gerry and David, and 
is looking forward to having Clarence 
on campus in January.  
“Seeing how willing and responsive 
instructors have been to having Elders 
in the classroom identifies that need 
or hunger for the knowledge to be 
shared. I have these moments of 
being so happy seeing our knowledge 
keepers in these spaces,” says Helen 
of her favourite part of the Elders in 
Residence program.  
This is a positive step toward 
honouring Indigenous ways of being 
within NLC, as well as providing 
additional support and connection for 
Indigenous learners. 
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David Rattray, 
Elder in Residence December 2022
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Dawson Creek 
Every 3rd Wednesday of each month

February 15, 2023 |  11am–1pm 
   Dawson Creek campus Gathering Space

March 15, 2023 |  11am–1pm
   Dawson Creek campus Gathering Space

April 19, 2023 |  11am–1pm
   Dawson Creek campus Gathering Space

Fort St. John
Every 3rd Thursday of each month

February 16, 2023 |  11am–1pm 
 Fort St. John campus Gathering Space

March 16, 2023 |  11am–1pm
Fort St. John campus Gathering Space

April 20, 2023 |  11am–1pm
 Fort St. John campus Gathering Space

Come on over for comfort food and conversations!

• Includes a bowl of soup & 1 piece of bannock
• Free to NLC students
• Staff, faculty, and community members $5
All proceeds will go toward the NLC student pantry program.
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An evening withAn evening with

Join us for an evening of storytelling with Northern Lights College Alumni 
as they share their paths to success and how NLC helped propel their 
careers. Refreshments will be available, along with door prizes, surveys, 
and networking opportunities for those in attendance.

Tuesday, January 31, 2023 
6:30–8pm
CCET, Dawson Creek campus
This event is open to everyone.


