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The transition to college can be 
intimidating for any new high school 
graduate. Imagine the added pressure for 
a student with a visual impairment!

Chenyl Graff has Leber Congenital 
Amaurosis, and has been legally blind 
since birth. She attended high school 
in Dawson Creek before enrolling in 
University Arts and Sciences at the 
Dawson Creek Campus.

Chenyl is currently completing first 
semester courses in Women’s Studies, 
Criminology, Psychology, and Sociology. 

Chenyl was proactive in making a 
successful transition to post-secondary 
school, meeting with the College’s Access 
Services Coordinator, Dr. Jim Bowman, 
before she graduated high school.

“Jim was awesome in helping 
me prepare myself for a whole new 
educational system, and adjusting 

Métis Jigging at several NLC campuses
Employees from BC Hydro and Tahltan Nation Development Corporation completed 
the Occupational First Aid Level 1 course, offered November 27 at the Northern 
Lights College Dease Lake Access Centre. 

Fort St. John and Dawson Creek 
students and staff loaded up on holiday 
treats provided by campus library staff as 
part of each campus library’s ‘Customer 
Appreciation Day’ on December 3 and 4 
respectively.

Brainchild of Regional Librarian 
Dawna Turcotte, the event is designed 
to thank patrons of the two libraries 
by providing tasty festive treats baked 
by Dawna and library staff members 
Daphne Zimmer, Aileen Currie, Bev 
Weidman and Laurie Youb. 

NLC libraries also serve the public.

Devon Lee (floor), 
Art Nole (left) and 
Delaney Nole.

Bev Lambert (right) leads the jigging dance at the Fort St. John Campus.

The hallways at three NLC campuses were alive with the sounds of music, 
dancing and laughter recently. Beverly Lambert, a cultural ambassador for the BC 
Métis Federation, hosted Louis Riel Day celebrations, which saw participants from 
Chetwynd, Dawson Creek and Fort St. John learn, honour, and celebrate traditional 
Métis history, culture and values.

Occupational First Aid training at Dease Lake

Student strives for success 
in transitioning to college

to a whole new and different way of 
schooling,” said Chenyl. 

With Jim’s help, her course textbooks 
were converted into an alternative E-text 
format that works with her screen reader 
and braille machine. As well, instructors 
provide course materials (handouts, 
quizzes and exams) in alternate formats. 
She has also been allowed extra time and 
has the benefit of a quiet room in which to 
write her exams. 

Chenyl’s goal is to transfer to 
University of Alberta and complete a 
Bachelor’s degree in Criminology, and 
eventually earn a law degree and become 
a crown prosecutor. 

Those of us at Northern Lights College 
are thinking you are quite awesome 
yourself, Chenyl! Good luck with your 
continued studies in the University Arts 
and Sciences program.

Chenyl Graff

On November 27th a ‘Cultural Night’ 
potluck with food and music was hosted 
by the Fort St. John Campus Student 
Council and the International Education 
department.

The event was instrumental in 
immersing international students in 
Canadian culture while introducing 
Canadian students to new cultures, 
traditions and music.

Fort St. John Campus potluck.

Pot-lucky!

Library Appreciation Day at NLC libraries

Betty Jose (left) and Jimshia Joseph enjoying 
treats at the Fort St. John Campus Library.

H a p p y 
Holidays
Best wishes 
from NLC’s  
Board, staff and  
students for a safe and joyful holiday 
season and a Happy New Year! Staff enjoying themselves at the Dawson 

Creek Campus Library Appreciation Day.


