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Now more than ever, international 
students are a major part of enrolment for 
NLC on the Fort St. John Campus.

So much so that International 
Education program support clerk Cleo 
Baker said finding enough host families 

NLC graduate student 
believes Business 
Management program a 
great stepping stone!

Michael Bacso graduated from the 
Business Management Diploma program 
last year, but he has fond memories of the 
program that gave him the strong foun-
dation he needed to pursue a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Business Administration.  

“Choosing NLC over other institu-
tions allowed me to start my BBA, while 
also allowing me to stay in my home 
town, and continue the job I already had. 
Also, NLC had class sizes that allowed 
me to interact with my professors on a 
regular basis,” Bacso said.

Bacso added that the best part about 
going to a smaller institution is that you 
get to know all your instructors and all 
your classmates. 

“For me, NLC was a great place to 
start my degree – not only was my work-
load manageable, but it also allowed me 
time to have a social life and maintain a 
decent amount of work hours at my after-
school job,” he said. “I would definitely 
suggest NLC to other students. It allows 
someone to start a program and continue 
to work and have a social life.”

Bacso is currently in his third year of 
studies at Thompson Rivers University. 

If you are imagining life at Northern 
Lights College to be all about academic 
achievement, test writing, and homework 
– you’re right – it is all of that, plus hard 
work, and more!

But, it’s also about having fun, and 
that’s where staff like Tricia Hotchkiss 
comes into the picture. Hotchkiss works 
as a student recruiter on the Fort St. John 
Campus, but also doubles as a volunteer 
in the student association.

“It’s very rewarding to serve as 

What’s it like to be a student at 
Northern Lights College? FUN!

the staff representative in the student 
association,” said Hotchkiss. “What I do 
is help the students organize events such 
as potlucks, movie nights, bowling nights 
and theme parties for Halloween and 
other special days.”

“We’ve also done trips away such as 
ski parties at Whispering Pines ski hill 
and Powder King. 

Those kinds of trips are especially fun 
because students get to take a break from 
the campus and get out for the whole day. 

Together we organize bussing, meals and 
activities, so as a group the students learn 
teamwork and budgeting skills,” added 
Hotchkiss. 

NLC’s student association represents 
the special interests of its students 
and puts together social, cultural, and 
recreational events for its membership. 
It’s also a direct way that those members 
of the student body can directly impact 
the policy making and administration of 
the College. 

High demand for host families due to influx of  
international students at Fort St. John Campus

is a real challenge this year.
“I’m looking for great homes and 

positive environments for the students,” 
Baker said, “so if you know of an 
interested family, please let them know 
to call me at the Fort St. John Campus.” 

“And don’t forget, that these students 
are far away from home, so they may 
require a bit of care and support as well 
as a friendly introduction to Canadian 
culture,” Baker added. 

International students at NLC have 
been a part of the Fort St. John Campus 
for a quarter century. But due to a high 
level of interest in programs such as 
Post-Degree Diploma in Business 
Management, Health Administration 
Specialization, and Information 
Technology Specialization, also Social 
Services Worker Diploma, the number of 
international students applying to NLC 
continues to grow every year.  More 
information on these programs can be 
found at nlc.bc.ca. 

For families interested in applying to 
be a host family, they need to provide the 
student with three meals per day, a pri-
vate bedroom with a bed, desk, chair and 
dresser. Host families receive $700 per 
month in exchange for room and board. 

For more information on how to be-
come a host family, contact Cleo Baker 
at 250-785-6981, ext. 2063, or email: 
cbaker@nlc.bc.ca. 

This past spring students at NLC ventured out to Dinosaur Lake for a day trip away from campus. Trips like these are fun and stress-relieving, 
said Tricia Hotchkiss, an NLC staff member who volunteers for the student association on the Fort St. John Campus.

Left to right – They’re international and multicultural; Randeep, Opie and Tom tried out turbans 
as a way of introducing each other to different cultures. Like their fellow students, the trio is ex-
cited to be in the Fort St. John community to experience all that Canadian culture has to offer.

Michael Bacso, 2013 graduate of NLC’s 
Business Management Diploma program.


