
Older Worker  
training takes off in 
Tumbler Ridge

The Targeted Initiatives for Older 
Workers (TIOW) program is up and 
running at the Tumbler Ridge Campus 
of Northern Lights College. For people 
aged 55 to 64, the Federal-Provincial 
program intends to assist older workers 
with programming that increases 
their employability, reintegrates them 
into employment, and ensures that 
they remain active and productive 
labour market participants while their 
communities undergo adjustment.

The group bonded over a barbecue 
during some of the early classes in 
September. The program consists of 
classroom-based activities, such as 
resume writing, interview techniques, 
conducting targeted job searches, and 
basic familiarity with computers.

Students at Northern Lights College 
(NLC) were able to get hands-on 
experience with a helicopter equipped 
as a rescue medi-vac transport recently.

On September 20, Highland 
Helicopters dispatched a Euro Copter 
A-Star, piloted by Sean Whitford, 
manager of FSJ Highland Base. 
Whitford landed at the NLC Simulated 
Wellsite on the Fort St. John Campus, 
where groups of eight students received 
a helicopter orientation. 

After the on-site orientations, 
students took part in a powerpoint 
presentation, ground school 
presentation, basic flight theory, 
machine mechanics, and an indepth 
flight and safety discussion. 

The students then split into groups 
of five, and approached the helicopter 
while it was powered-up, working 
with instructor Mike Seinen to learn 
how to load, transport, and board the 

helicopter, before lifting up for a brief 
flight and then landing again. The 
students also took part in unloading 
the tools and clearing the area, working 
with the pilot using hand signals and 
procedures they learned earlier in the 
day.

“We will be working with Highland 
Helicopters in the future,” said Seinen. 
“About 30 per cent of the class does 
extensive helicopter work during their 
practicum placements.”

In total, 38 students attended the 
special presentation, and were very 
pleased with the knowledge they 
gained. 

Highland Helicopters Fort St. 
John Station and Whitford generously 
donated the helicopter time, fuel, 
and man hours, and has a strong 
commitment to support education and 
the community. We thank them for 
their kind generosity.

Helicopter training a great opportunity for students
Northern Lights College students get hands-on training thanks to Highland Helicopters and Sean Whitford, manager and pilot.

Learning how to load for medical transport.

Learning how to approach a helicopter. Some of the TIOW class enjoying their BBQ.
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