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1. Why not postpone the start of classes in January or move back online, as 

many have requested?  
 

 
• Based on our experience in B.C., educational settings on campus continues to 

be a low-risk setting for COVID-19, especially with our highly vaccination 
population. 

 
• With every variant, including the Omicron variant, transmission is occurring in 

places like households and unstructured social settings.  
 

• When a post-secondary student or employee has been diagnosed with 
COVID-19, the exposure is typically found to be associated with a social 
setting; they have not generated forward transmission in the classroom or 
office environment.  

 
• Since structured educational settings do not amplify transmission, a move to 

online instruction is not an effective means of reducing COVID-19 among 
students, faculty, and staff, or in the wider community as it would not address 
the unstructured social interactions that are fueling transmission.  

 
• The previous move to online post-secondary education in 2020 and 2021 

showed significant negative consequences for post-secondary students, who 
reported significantly poorer and worsening mental health than other British 
Columbians.  

 
• We know public health officials are watching the situation very closely, and as 

we’ve seen throughout the pandemic, we’re all ready to respond quickly and 
adapt to changing situations, if we need to.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/data-reports/covid-19-young-adults
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2. What evidence do you have that supports the suggestion educational 
settings are low-risk?  

 
• With every variant, including the Omicron variant, the data shows that 

transmission is primarily occurring in places like households and unstructured 
social settings.  
 

• When a post-secondary student or employee has been diagnosed with 
COVID-19, the exposure is typically found to be associated with a social 
setting; they have not generated forward transmission in the classroom or 
office environment.  

 
• Since structured educational settings do not amplify transmission, a move to 

online instruction is not an effective means of reducing COVID-19 among 
students, faculty, and staff, or in the wider community. 

 
• In fact, the previous move to online post-secondary education in 2020 and 

2021 showed significant negative consequences for post-secondary students, 
who reported significantly poorer and worsening mental health than other 
British Columbians.  

 
• Based on our experience in B.C, transmission in educational settings on 

campus continues to be uncommon.  
 

• At this time, public health experts in B.C. strongly recommend continuation of 
on-campus instruction for post-secondary institutions in January 2022. 
  

• We know the measures we have in place on post-secondary campuses are 
working.  

 
• Further, vaccines are the most effective way to reduce the risk of COVID-19 

on campus. It is noteworthy that the post-secondary community is amongst the 
most vaccinated populations in the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/data-reports/covid-19-young-adults
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3. What is the difference between a structured setting and an unstructured 
setting?  
 
• Experience with all variants of concern reflect similar patterns of risk:  

 
• High risk settings being homes and unstructured or informal social settings.  

 
• Low risk settings being educational settings, including large classrooms, and 

workplaces with safety measures in place.  
 

• Structured educational settings are not shown to amplify transmission. 
 

 
 

4. What about rapid testing at PSIs?  
 

• New guidance has been posted to the BCCDC website for post-secondary 
institutions.  
 

• Rapid tests are being made available on an optional, time-limited basis for 
testing of symptomatic faculty, staff employees and students only.  
 

• The tests are a self-management tool intended to support the continuity of 
on-campus learning, instruction and research.  
 

• The tests are being distributed directly to PSIs based on the priorities 
outlined in the new rapid testing guidance.   

 
• The Ministry of Advanced Education and Skills Training is working closely 

with the BCCDC and the Provincial Health Services Authority to confirm 
test kit allocations for each public post-secondary institution.  

 
 

5. How many tests are being allocated to post-secondaries, how are they 
being distributed? 
 

• There are 500,000 tests in total and they are being distributed directly to 
post-secondary institutions from the Provincial Health Services Authority, 
based on the priorities outlined in the new rapid testing guidance.  
 

• There are 200,000 test kits are being prioritized for distribution soon, with 
an additional 300,000 tests coming further available after the first 200,000 
are distributed.  
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6. When and How to Use Rapid Tests 
 

• Employees and students should only use a rapid test if they have 
symptoms of COVID-19. 
 

• Asymptomatic screening of faculty, staff, employees and students is not 
recommended by Public Health and tests distributed to post-secondary 
institutions from the provincial supply are not to be used for asymptomatic 
screening programs. 

 
 

7. Who is being prioritized for tests at post-secondaries?  
  

• Self-administered rapid tests are being distributed directly to post-
secondary institutions based on test kit availability and the priorities 
identified in the new rapid testing guidance.   
 

• The first allocation of test kits will be distributed to:  
• Employees offering in-person learning and services in order to support 

academic and operational continuity for students (two tests per 
person); 
  

• Employees and students at Indigenous Adult and Higher Learning 
Association institutions; and, 
 

• Students and employees in on-campus student housing at public and 
private post-secondary institutions, in order to reduce the risk of 
COVID-19 transmission in congregate living settings. 

 
 

8. Where should students, faculty and staff inquire about accessing a test?  
 

• Employees and students should only use the rapid test if they have 
symptoms of COVID-19. 
 

• Asymptomatic screening of faculty, staff, employees and students is not 
recommended by Public Health and tests distributed to post-secondary 
institutions from the provincial supply are not to be used for asymptomatic 
screening programs. 

 
• Employees and students are encouraged to contact their individual post-

secondary institutions for details on test availability.  
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9. What should students do with the test results?  

 
• Individuals who test positive should be referred to If You Have COVID-19 

for information on self-isolation and notifying contacts. 
 

• All individuals who test positive are encouraged to self-report their positive 
result on the BCCDC online survey: https://reportcovidresults.bccdc.ca/  

 
• This survey allows Health Authorities to prioritise individuals for public 

health follow-up and identify those who may benefit from available 
treatments. 

 
• Individuals who test negative should be instructed to return to classes 

when they feel well enough to resume regular activities. 
 

10. Why are post-secondary employees prioritized over students for the 1st 
allocation of test kits?  

 
• Test kits are being prioritize for employees at post-secondary institutions 

offering in-person learning and services to support academic and 
operational continuity for students. 

 
11.  Why aren’t PSIs supplying N95 masks? 

 
• Masks are one of many layers of protection we use to help prevent the 

spread of COVID-19. 
 

• They are required for students, teachers and staff while in school 
regardless of their vaccination status. 
 

• We continue to follow the guidance of the Public Health Officer, who has 
not recommended widespread use of N95 respirators. 
 

• In healthcare and other workplace settings, N95 respirators are specially 
fitted to each person. 

 
• If they have not been fitted professionally, these masks do not offer more 

protection 

https://reportcovidresults.bccdc.ca/

